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By Jon Lee, Pete McManus, and Andy Picaniello

The three of ue were together at Hershey PA last vear We
got totalking about an Allard get-together, and one thing led
toanother. In April. Jon and Pete succeeded in getting Allard
Lo be the featured marque at “The Elegance, ™ the concours
held in conjunction with the New Hampshire International
Speedway’s 10" Annual Vintage Celebration, The down-

side was — August was less than four months away!
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speed run at B ville, it obviously would not be running this
weekend. However, lim, Sheila. and company were the

Allard group’s biggest cheering section during the upcoming
road racing event.

The events began on Wednesday. with the Vintage
Ovalraemg program — primarily Indy car, sprinter, midget,
and stock car drivers all having gobs of fun out on the track.
Jerry Letteirt wasamong them, running his J2 along with the
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Underwood s beantiful 1948 L-nype fowrer

That gave us scant time to get word oul. But, thanks to
mention in the Affard Register and the A0C Newsletier,
followed by mailings to every Allard owner we knew, we
attracted thirteen Allards to this event. To put it in some
perspective, this was the largest margue turnout in the ten-
year history of this cvent,

While Jon and Pete were getting things organized,
Andy was dealing with plans to get Jim Tiller’s much-
modified 12 out to Bonneville for his speed record attempt.
Andy prevailed upon the Tillers 10 advance their schedule
to fit the Louden celebration in, and thus arrive two days
prior to the event. The car arrived as scheduled - wild
looking in s bright orange hvery, [t would attract lots of
attention all weekend long. Since it was set up for a high

- Jom Lee
sprintand Indy cars, since his schedule did not permit him to
run on Friday. Jerry’s car, by the way, is the renowned Zora
Arkus-Duntov Ardun-powered prototype J2 that Dr. Tom
Turner found, and solovingly restored back in the late *80°s
Friday morning was warm and bright as the K1
Allards of Bob Lucurell, Pete MeManus, and Jon Lee joined
the other cars on the grid. Lucurell, running his modified
Chrysler hemi, ranoffso guickly that he requested, and was
given permission 1o move up to a faster group, He had much
fun on the track, but had 10 leave Saturday evening, and was
not able to show his car in the Concours event,
'he Ford-powered K1's of Lee and McManus
were pretty well matched, with Pete’s car a tick faster ..,
{Continued on Fage 2)
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or perhaps Pete was a little better
driver? Jon had one of'his best races in
his somewhat limited racing career
against Bob Valpey aboard his "3
Studebaker Indy racer. Jon was only a
bit faster in spots, so it took several ' .
laps of dicing befare he was able to .
sneak by Bob on the backside af the
course. Not long alter that, Pete caught
up at the end of the front straight and
slippedby going into Turn One. Amaz-
ing things, those superchargers.

A lovely invitational dinner,
hosted by the Bahre family — owners

of the speedway — was held on the
track’s inlield for the exhibitors and
Judges on Saturday evening.

Sunday moming greeted us all with perfect concours
weather. As we were geting things set up, Roger Allard
informed us that he had set an olTicial speed record the prior
evening on NH Route 106 — 84 MPLL centified by the NH
state Police, He indicated that he plans to use the citation in
the sales brochures for his 12X replicas.

The Wilmer wod Valpey J2X% respectivedy and respectfully showing off - Jon Lee

Bob Girvin’s newly-injected hemi-powered GT,
Terrell & Gloria Underwood s recently restored "48 L-
[ype lourer

*  Andrew & Judy Picariello’s hemi-powered "50 J2.
Bill & Annabel Wilmer's *32 12X — with super-
charged Corvetle power.

* David &Louise Watson's partially restored J2X,

David & Louise Watson's '52 J2X waork in progress - Jon Lee

Among the winners of “The Elegance ' concours
were Bob Valpey, getting Besr Original for his unrestored
J2X:and Jerry Letteiri being awarded the Mosi Sienificant
Competition Car award For his '49 12

Other Allards on display included:
*  Bob & Alice Valpey's ex-Tom Cole 12 and their un-
restored "32 J2X,

= Roger Allard, who drove his Hardy Motors 12X
replica over from Montreal

All those in attendance judged the event 1o be a rousing

success, and the response from Allard owners was

great, cspecially considening the short lead-time. We

wani to thank all who participated, and we look forward

to the next time we can go play with our Allards.







