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Amelia Island or Bust!

By Lindse Parénns

My first experience with the Allard marque was
at Bridgehampton in 51, where | watched the late
Tommy Cole, driving John Perona’s “El Morocco Club”
Chrysler Allard J2, dominate the field. The car’s
performance was stunning at the time, especially to a
humble MG TC driver such as myself. Although I
subsequently
added a super-
charger to my
TC and enjoved
SOINE SUCCESSES
in club racing
events, the
Allards contin-
ued to tickle my
fancy. I was
determined to
purchase one as
soon as | could
develop the
necessary funds.

The next
tall, shortly after
the race at
Watkins Glen, |
ordered my

The purchase was financed from the sale of my
TC, some other meager savings, and all the money | could
borrow. As a result, little was left for a racing program.
While I did run in several SCCA National events in the
summer of 53, the cost of any serious racing was well
beyond my resources.

At that
time I was just
completing my
Jumior year at
Colgate
University, and
I put nearly
15,000 rmiles on
it during that
year. This
included
several long
trips during that
wonderful
summer of "33,
including a trip
out to see my
brother in New
Mexico. It
continued to be

Allard I2X from #3077 reposing at a motel in Georgia - the evening after a chilly start from Richmond my daily driver

Major Seddon,

the New York representative of Allard Motorcars. |
ordered it with a mildly tuned Cadillac engine, and
specified the car to be red, with matching wire wheels,
dark brown upholstery, and the spare in the rear rather
than the usual side mounts. 1 also ordered a canvas top,
and full windshield and wipers in addition to the racing
windscreens. [ wanted a machine that could be used
every day, and could also be easily converted to racing
configuration. The car, #3158, arrived in the spring of
1953, exactly like 1 ordered it.

throughout my
senior year - despite the fact that the winter months in upstate
MNew York can be quite severe. I recall numerous occasions
driving back from one or another evening frolic on snow
covered and icy roads. On these occasions, a little libation
often served as the substitute for the car’s absent heater. |
admit that these conditions left something to be desired as far
as safety goes, but we did manage to survive it all.

It was with great regret that I was forced to sell the
car upon entering USAF flight training upon college gradua-
tion in the spring of "54. [ had no other way to satisly the
numerous debts 1 had incurred with the owner
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ship of the car. I did, however, pledge
to myself that some day [ would own
another Allard.

That day came in 2001. [ had
previously bid on three different 12X’
at auction without success. | then had
occasion to contact Bob Lytle, who
told me of a car in Pittsburgh that
might be available. It had been in Dr.
Morris Gardner’s collection for a
number of vears and had little recent
use. [ purchased #3077 within a week.

This car had left the London
docks on October 4, 1952, 1t was
ordered by Noel Kirk, the Allard
dealer in Hollywood, CA, through
Alan Moss, the Southern California
Allard distributor. It was painted gray.
with red leather interior, and was
fitted with a Cadillac 331 cubic inch
engine and Lincoln Zephyr transmission. Little is
currently known about the car’s history during the first 20
years, but Tony Gould of Florida was the owner in 1975,
It was also owned by Don Marsh of Ohio for a few years,
and was reportedly shipped back to England in 1989, It
was subsequently repatriated via Richard Gorman
(Vantage Motors of North Miami, FL), who sold it to Dr.
Gardner in early 1990,

My primary interest in purchasing the car was for
my own use. [ have no objection to showing the car, but it
MUST arrive under its own power. | am not at all at-
tracted to trailer queen types that so often make up the
field of the various car shows that I have attended. I
therefore wanted to drive this car the 1800 mile round trip
from my home in New Jersey to the Amelia Island
Concours in Florida.

Although 3077"s drive train seemed quite sound,
much work was indicated, and we wanted 10 go over
every system in the car to prepare it for the trip. When 1
tirst attempted to drive the machine, I found that |
couldn’t even sit in it properly. I have a prosthesis on my
right leg, and it kept clashing with the Hurst shafter for the
car's Muncie transmission. The Marles steering box
certainly needed attention, as did the car's alignment.

Numerous other tasks were performed on the
car, and we were nearly ready for road testing when we
discovered that both front wheel spindles were cracked.
It came as no surprise that original spindles for the Allard
J2X are no longer available.

A dapper young Lindsey and #3158, 1933,
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From what 1 can gather, Sydney either used Ford
Pilot spindles, or else had some made specifically for the
marque. My own belief is that they were adapted from
something. Our solution was to get spindles from an early
*50°s Ford F-150 truck, which we machined and modified
to fit, while still retaining the original Allard steering arm
placement. Finding such F-130 spindles was a challenge
in itself, but Hemmings lists several houses that special-
ize in old Ford car and truck parts. We obtained ours
trom Job Lot in Long Island, NY.

Fabricating new spindles took almost six weeks,
which left us very short on testing time before launching
off to Florida. Actually, we finished working on the car
the very morming I left,

The trip down to Amelia Island was wonderful.
Having been a long distance motorcycle rider in the past,
often riding down to Davtona for “bike week™ in previous
winters, I had a good idea of how to dress for freezing
weather 1n a car with no heater and only a pair of tiny
windscreens,

As the tonneau cover over the right cockpit hid
the speedometer and the tachometer gave out while 1 was
still in New Jersey, I had little actual knowledge of my
speed. I would pick the fastest cluster of cars on [-95,
and simply hang onto them. I'm sure we spent most of

the trip in the low 70's, with occasional passing events up =

into the low 90°s. The car is SERTIOUSLY fast, and a
delight to drive. Having diligently worked on the front






