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The STEYR-ALLARD Runs Again! - Shelsley Walsh 2001

By Kerry Horan front axle pivot points (this was later reproduced on the
12X models, but with the radius rods in front of the axle).

Sydney Allard’s Steyr-Allard emerged from its restora- Hartford friction shock absorbers were used at the front

tion in August 2001 to complete a few demonstration and the rear. Initially, a standard Allard rear axle was

runs at Shelsley Walsh. The event was to celebrate the mounted on coil springs, and standard Allard 127 brakes

Uk Midlands Auto Club 100th year at that historic were fitted all round. Twin wheels of 18" diameter using

venue. It was also sigmificant that this car competed at 5.00 x 18" tires were fitted at the rear,. Woodward of

the S0% Anniversary event at Shelsley Walsh in 1951, Putney fabricated the unpainted aluminium body on a light

with Sydney Allard driving.

The nsual frantic last minute
tasks were completed on the Thursday
before the event, with the engine
being started and the car running
under its own power for the first time
in 37 vears. The car was originally
built in six weeks in 1947, and Sydney
Allard used it to achieve an enviable
record in the British Hill Climb
Championship for 5 years - finishing
3 in 1947, 3 in 1948, 17 in 1949, 2
in 1950 and 3 in 1951, The car held
the outright record at all of the differ-
ent hill ¢limb courses at different
limies over this period.

The car was built using a set

of altered production Allard J1 chassis
rails fitted with tube and channel
cross-members. The layout was
determined by having “the guv’ner” sit
on a soapbox on the workshop floor.
The engine and gearbox were propped

Shelesley Walsh 2001

on a wooden box to give the right height, with broom- tubular framework to maich up with the shortened K 1
sticks used 1o act as axles to mark the 100 inch wheel- radiator grille. The top curvature of the scuttle was deter-
base, The positions of these components were duly mined by the shape of the standard household garbage bin
marked, along with the dimensions, on the concrete shop i ;
floor. The unique engine was a 3600 cc German air-
Front suspension was the standard Allard cooled Steyr V8 that was used in WW I armored cars,
H'i."”ul“:\" h]ﬂil axle with a transverse leaf apring. The half-track crawlers and as stationary engines. Obtained

radius rods were behind the axle, pivoting in line with the (Conitinued on Page 2)




; &=D
The Allard ReEister

THE STEYR-ALLARD Runs AGAIN mantled the carin 1996, The left-hand frame rail was -
found tobe bananashaped”being bent 2" upwards and
from a captured Germanship, the 60degree V8 had 8 2" inwards. probably never having beingstraightened
separate castironcylinder barrelstopped by eight alloy properly fromSydney’s accident when the steering failed
headswith hemisphericalcombustion chambers, a five al Prescottin 1947, The rest of the car wasin a similar
bearingerankshaft.anda5:1 compressionratioproducing  tired condition, with the rear shock absorbers bein g
40bhp. mounted 2™ differently fromside toside. Bothenginesthat
Toconvertit forcompetitionuse, the cooling fan  came with the car had cracked blocks, which were beyond
and cowlings were removed, the castiron barrels were repair.
replaced withalloy versions, and the compression ratio A long anddifficult restoration process was
waschangedto 12:1 torunon methanol. A Scintilla completed with the original chassisand body being
Vertexmagnetoreplaced the distributor.and eight Amal straightened and repaired, and anew engine block was
motoreyele carburetors werefitted. In this guise, the cast and machined. Repair of each of the eight cylinder
engine developed 150 bhpat4000rpm, and the finished barrelsand heads required over 10 hours per ser. This
car weighed about 1600 Ibs, involved repairallof the broken fins, making sure each
The carwas first run atthe Prescotthillclimbin - cylinderbarrel wasexactly the same height and size.
May 1947, and established fastest timeof the davand a welding and repairing the heads, making new valvesand
new record for un-supercharged cars. guides, repairing the rockers, and machining each head to
Over the years, manychanges were made tothe beexactly thesame. Allofthesuspension, brakesand
car. The first was in 1948 when the first Allard deDion steering componentswere crack-checked and repaired
rear-ecndwithinboard brakesand telescopicdamperswas  ogether with the gearboxandinstruments.
designedand fitted. The cylinder heads were further Thecar was restored toits 1949 Hill Climb

modified in 1949, andin 1951 Alfincylinder barrelswere  championshipwinning configurationwith the coil sprung,
installedto increase engine capacity to4479cc. Midway  deDionrearend andrearwheeldrive.

through the 1951 season, amodified Jeep front axle with We plantorun the Steyr-Allard at aseries of
coilsprings and telescopic shock absorbers were used to different vintage British hill climbevents in 2002, such as
convert the car to fourwheel drive. Inlater years, it was Shelsley Walsh and Prescott, where the car originally held
converted back torear wheel drive and the body modified.  variousrecords. Thiswill form apart of the celebrations
Asone mightexpect whenrestoring aretired planned tocommemorate the S0th anniversary of Sydney
racer, weidentified numerous problems when we dis- Allardwinning the Monte Carlo Rally in 1952 in a P1
Sedan.

A Message from our President
Abbolsdens 20 Noy 2001

Here with copies of all the articles | wrote for the [Allard Owners] Club newsletter over the years which |
thought might be helpful, particularly for new members.

They could of course be filed under the various system headings and readily copied when re-
quired.

There are two or three items by other contributors which | have included because of the valuable
and helpful info they contain.

| also enclose an additional item on tracking the front suspension which | prepared for a South
African owner who contacted Mike Knapman recently. The owner reported back that it had enabled him to
solve his problem completely.

We are hoping to move to Spain in the near future and | will let you have our new address when
we have found a place. | am taking all the Allard drawings with me, and | propose to get on the ‘net’ as
soon as possible.

Regards, Dudley Hume
Publisher's Note:This is the cover letter of a 91 page packet of informative and intriguing material on a wide
variety of technical topics including suspension and handling, drivetrain, and cooling.






