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Joy Ridin' with "Barnyard Auto" Jack Anderson

Jack Anderson was a tinkerer at heart throughout his
wears as a cotton farmer near Madera, CA. This mani-
fested itself in back in the early *50°s in the form of the
“Swiss Cheese Special” - a wrecked MGTD that he and
his brother Pete modified into a sports racing special, The
car’s nickname was most apropos, for the notoriously

automatic transmission and hand controls, andenough room
to stow his Quickee wheelchair.

Jack commenced his quest in the summer of "99,
Adter considerable research and mmguiry, he located and
purchased Peter Booth's Cad-powered Colorado Grand
veteran — K3-3174. With the help of Kenneth Rogers,
whao at the time was the current owner

o 2001

Cretting ready to role - Sy 2

"whippy™ TD frame - and virtually every other Ta
surface - was radically drilled out as a part of their
weight-saving effort. Despite the car’s fragile appear-
ance, Jlack and Pete entered and raced it at Pebble
Beach, Golden Gate Park, and Santa Barbara during the
*53 and *54 scasons. He subsequently modified a 55
MGTF into a pickup truck which is now a part of Don
Martine's fascinating MG museum at the Mariine Inn at
Pacific Grove, CA.
While Jack’s
varied pursuits over the years, he confesses that his
witnessing Bill Pollock racing Tom Carstens
Beach and the Madera Road Faces left an indelible
impression on his psyche. In short, he knew that at some

s auto interests have taken him on

point in his life, he fad to have an Allard. But not just any

Allard, for he now needed one suitable tor conversion an

- By Colin Warnes

" 12 at Pebble

and racer of the aforementioned “Swiss

Cheese Special.” they transported the

K3 from Colorado Springs back to

Jack’s home in Fresno.

He wasted no tune putting his
considerable farm shop experience and
ingenuity to work by pulling the engine
and drivetrain, and aggressively tackling
the myriad challenges attendant to such
a conversion. These challenges in-
cluded
. Converting to an open driveline,
which mvolved engineering a system to
secure the differential for the deDion
rear end.

. Locating a suitable Hydramatic
transmission, and designing and installing proper
maounts.

+  Reworking the pedals. and installing a remote brake
booster and vacuum pump.

As one might expect whenever one tears into a 47
yvear-old wvehicle, Jack also found and addressed a multi-
tude of other minor items that could conceivably cause
problems down the road.

Jack has now put his K3 back together and on
the road. He and his wife, Nancy are looking forward to
touring it around the state to take advantage of our
beautiful fall weather in the upcoming months. Jack has
also amassed a considerable body of practical insight
from his hands-on experience of making this conversion,
and he would be happy to share this insight for the asking.
He can be reached at Bamyardautofa worldnet.att. net.
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"Plug" and Its Stablemates - A J1 Allard Story

It 1s April 1999 - fifty vears after Sydney Allard intro-
duced the J2 competition car, successor to the 11, which
carned considerable distinction in the immediate post war
VTS,

I still have vivid memories of a certain day
twelve years carlier, when 1 was drafted to help pull a
derelict J1 and an equally forlorm L-type out of a hedge in

sitting with the Hayes” in the garden of our local pub (the
White Horse in Thelnetham, for anyone who wants
excellent beer and a publican whao loves all things automo-
tive). It was the day before the Allard club run to Stoke
Bruene. We subsequently migrated to the Hayes® home
where a good dose of red wine and plenty of cajoling
from PJ and Sylvia led to a deal being struck. So it was
on St. Georges day, 1999, that
Roger helped us load the J1
{MPG250) on to & trailer for
transport to its new home in
Suffolk.

In the fledgling days of the
Allard Motor Company,
Sydney had envisaged building
twelve competition cars with a
100 inch wheelbase (desig-
nated J type) alongside the
production sports’competition
two-seater (the K type) and
the four-seat tourer (L type).
Between July 1946 and Janu-
ary 1948 seven complete cars,
having bodies very similar to
the K type, but with a shorter

MPG250 i 199G

i back garden, and load it on to a transporter, The task
also involved moving several wheelbarrow loads of
engines, gearboxes, and spares on to the truck. That back
garden belonged to Don Batchelor, a long time Allard
enthusiast, and the new owners of this collection were
Roger and Sylvia Hayes.

Whilst I enjoyed this event tremendously, the
experience was also somewhat galling. For two weeks
carlier I had missed a current copy of the Exchange and
Mart where 1 would have seen Don Batchelor's advent for
not one., but two Allards! Ironically, he received no
responses during the ensuing fortnight, and so called
Roger, who had purchased the red J1 KPB242 from him a
couple of years carlier. Roger bought the two cars
without hesitation.

Roger started the rebuild on the 11, but then got
side-tracked by a rather nice Cadillac-engined J2. Thus,
the J1 took up the role of potential barn find. sitting
guietly in a corner under a tarpaulin, piled high with
various oddments of accumulated junk, paint pots and
lots of dust.

Easter weekend twelve years henceforth, we are

rear end and predominantly

aluminium construction; and
five chassis were built. Customers included names
renown for competition success: Imhoff, Burgess,
Appleton, Mansell, Wick, Potter and Roberts.

The engines were based on the Mercury block,
usually bored and stroked to 4.3 litres, Most had the
Marshall Nordec supercharger fitted alomgside the engine,
fed by a single SU carburcttor that was piped to the single
carb inlet manifold. Rear axles had 4.11 ratio for trials,
and 3.5 for sprints/racing. A number of the cars had the
Columbia two-speed axle, but these proved too weak.

I'he first five chassis were built up as trials specials, with
cul-away rear wings and cycle-type front wings. By
1950, ImhofTs and Burgess’ cars had their original bodies
maodified this way as well.

Roger’s KPB242 was the last of the intended
dozen. However, MGP2310, ended up being the thirreenth
I, as it was done as a special favour for Sydney’s friend,
Ted Frost. Frost was a well-known international motor-
cycle serambler and tnals nder, and he got to know
Sydney and his brothers through the Streatham MC Club
of which they were members prior to the War, While it
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